
FAITH AND DOUBT? 
Habakkuk 1:1 – 3:19 

  

A devotion by the English vicar Nicky 

Gumbel speaks to a question I often have: 
“Are doubts and fears compatible with 

faith?” Gumbel goes on to share: 
 

“Many people regard faith as unquestioning. 

They think faith and doubt are opposites.  

In fact, faith and doubt are two sides of  

the same coin. The book of Habakkuk  

begins with a man who believes, yet questions. It ends with a 

towering expression of faith, scarcely equaled anywhere else in the 

Old Testament. 
 

Habakkuk was perplexed and fearful of the violence and injustice in 

the world. (Sound familiar?) It did not seem to him that God was 

doing anything about pain and suffering. He asked, ‘How long, O 

Lord…? Why?' He took the problem to God and asked genuinely 

heartfelt questions. God replied that He was going to do 

something amazing but not what Habakkuk expected: He would 

raise up the Babylonians, and Israel would go into exile. 
 

Habakkuk replied, ‘God, you chose Babylonians for your work? 

You can’t be serious. You can’t condone evil!’ He took his puzzled 

complaints to God and left them with Him as he waited. We, too, 

may not get immediate answers to our questions. But like 

Habakkuk, we are called to trust in God while we wait, even when 

we don’t fully understand what He is doing. 
 

Faith involves believing what God has said in spite of the difficulties 

we face. God went on to give Habakkuk a specific vision of the 

ultimate triumph of good over evil. God graces us that same 

amazing message through His Spirit and His word!  
 

Like Habakkuk, commit yourself to praise God and take the long-

term view of His plans. Commit yourself to faith even when there 

is no fruit (3:17-19). Even if you can find nothing else, you can 

rejoice over your relationship with the Lord. Habakkuk 

wholeheartedly spoke, ‘I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in 

God my Savior. The Sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes my 

feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the heights (v. 

19).’ God made him sure-footed and light-hearted. 
 

 ‘Dear Lord, help me trust completely in You as I honestly express my 

doubts and questions, and rejoice in You even when I do not 

immediately see an answer.’ ” 

 

 

Sunday, January 5 

 Communion Service (10:30AM) 

 PW Coordinating Team (11:45AM) 
 

Monday, January 6 

 Epiphany of the Lord 
 

Wednesday, January 8 

 Choir (7PM)  
 

Sunday, January 12 

 Baptism of the Lord 

 Coffee & Fellowship (9:15AM) 

 Sunday School (9:30AM) 

 Worship Service (10:30AM) 

 Rev. Rose Installation (4pm, Cordova Pres) 
 

Monday, January 13 

 Epiphany of the Lord 
 

Tuesday, January 14 

 PW Circle (10am) 
 

Wednesday, January 15 
 Choir (7PM)  
 

Sunday, January 19  

 Coffee & Fellowship (9:15AM) 

 Sunday School (9:30AM) 

 Worship Service (10:30AM) 

 Session (11:45AM) 

 MLK Commemoration (3pm, Parkway 

Gardens Pres.) 
 

Monday, January 20 
 MLK Day 
 

Wednesday, January 22 

 Choir (7PM)  
 

Sunday, January 26  

 Coffee & Fellowship (9:15am) 

 Sunday School (9:30am) 

 Worship Service (10:30am) 

 Souper Bowl Sunday (11:45am) 
 

Wednesday, January 29 

 Choir (7PM)  
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~ THE WORLD OF PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN ~ 

 

PW Coordinating Team:  The next PW CT meeting will be Sunday, January 5, immediately following 

worship. 

 

PW Circle:   The next PW Circle will be Tuesday, January 14, at 10am at the church.  
Following the Circle meeting those that wish may go to lunch together at a 

local  restaurant.  All women of the church are invited to attend.    

 Lesson: Lesson 4 titled Words of Love: Honor the Life-givers found on page 49 in the 

PW/Horizons Bible Study Book - “Loved Carved in Stone”.  

 Scripture:  Exodus 20:12; Luke 9:57-62 

 Focus: The purpose of this lesson is to explore the gift of life and our responsibility to 

those who bring us life. 

 Questions: Want to know more at PW?  Contact Mary Ann Epperson at 901-218-5851.   
 

All women of the church are invited to PW events and circle! 

Do you have a youth/student interested in participating in the Confirmation 

Class in 2020?   
 

In the Presbyterian church, confirmation is the opportunity for youth to declare that they 

are followers of Jesus—no longer simply enfolded in their parents' faith, but standing on 

their own two feet and learning to walk with Christ daily.  
 

If you have, or know of someone, interested in joining this year’s Confirmation Class, please 

contact Kevin Robinson at krobinson@acbcoop.com or 901.857.8812. 
 

Adult members are also needed to serve as mentors.   

CPC SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY 
January 26, 2020, following worship 

 

Bring your game face and your favorite game, 

and sign up for the CPC 
 

Ping Pong Tournament 
 

Join in some game day fun, great food, and fellowship! 
 

Sign up today to bring something to share: soup, chili, chili toppings (cheese, onion, Fritos), bread/crackers, 

sandwiches or dessert.  A sign-up sheet for the tournament and food is located on the coffee counter or the visit 

https://bit.ly/35m1UR3 to sign up for food.   
 

If you have any questions, contact Suzanne Dunn at suzanned954@gmail.com or call the church office.    
 

Souper Bowl of Caring is a national movement working to fight hunger and poverty in communities.  CPC will 

be accepting donations during the lunch for Family Promise of Memphis (FPM).  FPM houses approximately 

25 homeless families a year in area churches.  Churches house families for one-week periods.    



 

CURRENT SESSION ELDERS 

Clerk of Session 

Melanye Lunsford 
 

Administration 

John Gurney 
 

Congregational Care & Welcome 

Wes Ashworth 
 

Christian Education 

Kevin Robinson 
 

Fellowship & Pastoral Care 

Suzanne Dunn 
 

 

Property 

Jim Barkley 
 

Worship 

Karen Wimpee 
 

Outreach & Service 

(TBD) 
 

 

CURRENT ELDER CLASSES 
 

Class of 2020 

Mary Ammend, Karen Wimpee, Suzanne Dunn, 

Melanye Lunsford 
 

Class of 2021 

Wesley Ashworth, Suzanne Dunn,  

Candy Nicholson, Kevin Robinson 
 

Class of 2022 

Jim Barkley, John Gurney 

DECEMBER 24 , 2019 
 

 YTD TITHES & OFFERINGS RC’D: $134,429 

YTD TITHES & OFFERINGS BUDGET: $145,215 

 YTD TOTAL: ($10,786) 
 

 YTD INCOME: $157,280 

 YTD EXPENSES: $155,164 

 YTD TOTAL: $2,116 

 
PARENTHESES INDICATES NEGATIVE NUMBER. 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

MEMORIUMS & HONORARIUMS 

Terri O’Connor 
in honor of 

Linda Stamps 

THE PRESBYTERY  

OF THE MID-SOUTH 
 

cordially invites you to the installation of  
 

Rev. J. Michelle “Missy” Rose 
 

as 
 

Pastor of Cordova 

Presbyterian Church 
 

 

Sunday, January 12, 2020 

4:00 pm 
 

Cordova Presbyterian Church 

1071 North Sanga Rd. 

Cordova, TN 38018 
 

Reception in the Fellowship Hall. 

YOU’RE INVITED... 

Rev. Missy Rose 



    

 

  



Join the fun...Get Connected!   
 

Between all of the church and family Christmas 

activities, CPC Youth (and those young at heart) 

enjoyed a fun night at the Memphis Escape 

Rooms in  November (below) and took in a 

Memphis Tigers’ basketball game (left) in 

December.  Watch for more details on January’s 
Youth Game Night!   

 

CPC Youth is a great way to make friends, grow in faith, and have fun.  Follow us on 

social media, visit colliervillepres.org, or email the church office for more information 

(colliervillepresbyterian@gmail.com).  

Help spread the word!  Find us on social media, like and share our posts.  Invite 
ALL of your friends to our sites and ask them to share as well.  We need each 
person to be a voice for CPC.  
 

So stop right now and get online! 
 

Website:  www.colliervillepres.org 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/colliervillepresbyterian  
Twitter: www.twitter.com/collpres 
Instagram:  www.instragram.com/colliervillepres 
 

If you aren’t on these social media platforms and would like to be, please 
contact Linda Stamps at 901.359.7898 or lindastamps@comcast.net.  She’ll get 
you started!  

CPC Youth 

http://www.colliervillepres.org
http://www.facebook.com/colliervillepresbyterian
http://www.twitter.com/collpres
http://www.instragram.com/colliervillepres
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