
Here comes Christmas!  Waiting for that special day can be 

difficult, especially for children.  We look forward to a day of 

celebration, gifts, and full bellies.  Finally the day comes.  Finally the 

time we knew was coming and have been looking forward to!   

There’s a great verse that Paul writes in his letter to the 

Galatians.  The first part of Galatians 4:4 says: “But when the 

fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 

woman…”    The “fullness of time.”   
 

The Greek word for “fullness” here is like “complete” or “filled 

up.”   
 

Of course God knew what God was doing.  God knew exactly 

when the time was just right, when everything was ready, 

complete, totally filled up, and that was the moment when God 

sent Jesus.  Jesus uses a similar word in Mark chapter 1:14, “[Jesus] 
said, the time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God is near.’” 

I love the idea that everything was ready: the things that God 

wanted done were now done.  Everything was now “filled up,” and 

ready to come bursting forth!  Waiting and preparing during 

Advent is a metaphor for this filling up and breaking forth.  Sure, 

we know the exact day that Christmas will be 

here, but throughout the Bible people didn’t 

know when it would be.  They didn’t know 

when the Messiah, Jesus, was to enter the world, 

only that he was coming when God was 

ready.  And, all during those years of waiting, 

God was filling things up for that perfect time for 

Jesus to enter and change the world.   
 

I hope that these days of waiting and getting 

ready are good, exciting, expectant days for 

you.   
 

I hope that you will be “filled up” completely when the day of our 

salvation bursts forth! 

 
 

  Blessings,  

                                      <><  

Pastor Mark Wright  
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PW Coordinating Team will meet 
Sunday, December 5, immediately following 
worship. 
 
PW Bible Study:   The next class is Sunday, 
December 12, following worship.  Our next lesson is 
Lesson 3 in What My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning 
from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus by 
Merryl Blair. 
 

Lesson 3: “Rahab” found on page 29. 
 

Scripture: Joshua 2; 6:22-25 
 

Focus: Rahab is a socially unacceptable outsider 
who is intelligent and strong.  A 
marginalized woman, she recognizes the 
power of God of Israel.  When God’s 
own people are melting with fear, her 
wit and presence of mind allow God’s 
plans to come to fruition. 

 
Questions?  Contact Mary Ann Epperson.  

 
All women are 

invited to attend!   
 

*If you haven’t gotten a study book, you can find one in the 
cabinet on the west wall in the Session Room.* 

~ PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  

as off November 24, 2021 
 

 YTD Income: $153,184 
 YTD Expenses: $125,019 
 YTD Net Ordinary Income: $28,165 

 

Parenthesis indicate negative number. 
 

Every man shall give as he is able, according to the 
blessing of the Lord your God that he has given you. 

Deuteronomy 16:17 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

~ PER CAPITA DUE  

Prayerfully consider assisting CPC with the annual the 

Presbytery of the Mid-South per capita. This year we 

pay $17.93/person. Please make sure to mark checks or 

envelopes ‘per capita’.  

 The official definition: “Per capita is 

an opportunity for all communicant 

members of the Presbyterian church 

through the governing bodies [mid 

councils] to participate equally, 

responsibly, and interdependently by 

sharing the cost of coordination and 

evaluation of mission; and of performing ecclesiastical, 

legislative, and judicial functions that identify a 

Reformed Church, while at the same time 

strengthening the sense of community among all 

Presbyterians” (GA Minutes, Part I, 1995).  

 

In essence: Per capita is a set amount of money 

(apportionment) per member that congregations pay 
to the larger Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  Said 

another way, it is a Presbyterian Covenant Community 

Fund — part of the glue that holds Presbyterians 

together.  Because every Presbyterian shares in the 

benefit of the PC(USA)’s system of government, the 

expenses associated with coordinating and performing 

the functions of that system should be shared by 

everyone as well.  

 

How old is per capita?  

The first-known mention of per capita dates back to 

1734 in a letter to ministers!  

 

What does GA per capita provide?  

Presbyterians believe we discern best what God is 

calling us to do when we gather together, “seek[ing] 

… to find and represent the will of Christ” (Book of 

Order, F-3.0204). Per capita funding is how we 

mutually share the costs of coming together to discern 

the Spirit’s leading for the future.  

 

Why do we have to pay per capita? Because we care about 

the future of our churches. Because we care about each 

other. Because we are still being sent into the world to 

share the glorious Good News of Jesus’ life, death and 

resurrection. Because we are under grace, and it is from 

there that we can see how dynamic our graciousness can 

be.  

~Rev. Dana Hughes  

mailto:maryannepp@att.net?subject=Bible%20Study


44th Annual Christmas Parade 
 Date: 12/03/2021 7:00 PM - 9:30 PM   

 Location:  Byhalia Road (Polo Run to Frank Road) 

 Rain Date: Rain date is Saturday, December 4.  
 

Join in the Christmas fun at the Collierville 44th Annual Christmas Parade on  Friday, December 3, 2021, at 7pm.   

Grab your chairs and blankets and find a spot along Byhalia Road north of White Road at Polo Run Road to West 

Collierville Middle School!   

Prayerfully consider how you can 

make a difference. 

pcusa.org/christmasjoy
pcusa.org/christmasjoy


Imagine sleeping on the cold, wet ground night after night.  We can help and it doesn’t cost us 

anything.  By upcycling our plastic grocery bags, we can provide not only a great barrier from the 

ground but it is easily cleaned.  With the carry strap, the mats can be rolled up and carried.  This is 

a big project and you can help: 

Cut bags into strips and form plarn balls 

Collect bags at area stores and drop them off  

Crochet mats 

Next “How to” class will be 

Monday, December 6, at 6:30pm.  

In the meantime, keep bringing in 

your bags!  Contact Linda Stamps 

at lindastamps@comcast.net or 

901.359.7898. 

 

 

Carol Jameson 

shows her second 

mat she recently 

finished.  

CPC is starting a Meal Ministry as a part of 

Congregational Care.  Our goal is to keep 3-5 “meals” 

ready to go.  A meal would include items such as a 

casserole, dessert, and bread—items that can be frozen.  

Sign up online today at bit.ly/cpcmeals.  Questions?  

Please contact Suzanne Dunn 

(suzanned954@gmail.com) or Melanye Lunsford 

(lunsfordcentral@protonmail.com).   

 

CPC is proud to provide 

our Breakfast with Santa for 

free to the public.  But we 

can’t do so without a little 

help from our church family.  .   

 

Adults are needed the day of the event to help 

oversee youth.  Sign up on the sheet provided by 

the coffee counter or online at bit.ly/

cpc2021Santa. 

The Season of Advent  
When you enter the Sanctuary, be sure to get your copy of the 4-
week devotional guide..  The devotional is also available for 
download in the weekly ebalsts. 
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~ MEANINGFUL SERVICE ~   

 

LUNCH MINISTRY...CAN YOU HELP? 
Thanks to those who provided for December lunches: 

Susan & Mike Miller Hollis & Karen Wimpee 

Meredith Hall Linda Stamps 

Suzanne Dunn 
 

Our next day to provide lunches is January 4.  You can help 

out by providing just the sandwiches (protein such as ham & cheese 

and no condiments), or any of the items needed for the bags: 

dessert (like Little Debbies), fruit/fruit cup, and chips.   
 

Helpers:   

If you’d like to help put the lunches together the Monday evening prior, let us know!   
  

Delivery: 

Want to visit with Constance Abbey?  You can help out the committee by delivering the lunches on our Tuesday.  

Everything is ready to load when you stop by that morning.   
 

All helping hands welcome.  Contact Meredith Hall at mtm352000@yahoo.com or text/call at 901.468.8556 if 

you’d like to be involved with this great ministry. 

We need your winter gear and items below!  

Colder temperatures at night have increased the need 

for our items to now.   Please, spread the word 

and let’s keep our friends warm.  Questions?  

Contact Linda Stamps at 901.359.7898 or 

lindastamps@comcast.net. 

Long sleeve shirts 

Sweats 

Coats, jackets 

Gloves, hats, scarfs 

Thermal wear 

Socks 

Blankets 

Sleeping bags 

Shoes 

MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS 

 

 

 
 

Christmas Care Packages for the Elderly 

Due by Sunday, December 12th 
Join the Outreach Committee in providing care packages 

for senior citizens. Pick up a gift bag on one of the pews 

this Sunday and return it by December 16th. There will be 

a list of items needed attached to each bag.  

We will be displaying nativity scenes throughout 

the church during the Christmas season and 

would love to add yours! If you would like to 

share yours, please bring it to the church. 

NATIVITY DISPLAY 

mailto:mtm352000@yahoo.com?subject=Lunch%20Ministry
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Sunday, December 5, 6pm in the Sanctuary  
Soloists and our Orchestra will usher us into an evening of 

magnificent worship during this classical chamber concert. 

Reception to follow in the Lobby (between the Bookmark 

Bookstore and the Growing Place Library).  

 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 12, 6pm in the Sanctuary  
We're excited to be back in-person this year on December 

12 at 6:00pm for Festival of Carols! This service is an annual 

favorite for families because of the sing-along Christmas 

carols and the festive atmosphere of worship. Over the 

years, this service has evolved and grown, now including our 

Children's Choirs, our Chancel Choir, and our Sunday Night 

Singers. You don't want to miss it!  

 

 
A Gospel Christmas 

Sunday, December 19, 6pm in the Sanctuary  
As we continue to celebrate Advent, we will be led in 

worship by Sunday Night musicians in a variety of gospel 

and contemporary music favorites.  

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, December 21, 6pm 
Kids come dressed in their favorite pajamas to sing songs, 

enjoy cupcakes, celebrate Jesus's birthday, and hear the 

Christmas story from Pastor George (designed for children 

2nd grade and under).   




