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This month I thought it would be helpful to tell you some of the 

resources that I think would be helpful in Bible study, 

understanding Presbyterianism, relating and thinking about the 

Christian faith to current events and the Christian life and walk in 

general, along with a couple of books that I think might be helpful 

in navigating our own faith and experiences with other Christians.   

It’s not exhaustive, but a great place to start. 
 

STUDY BIBLES:   

• The Oxford Annotated Bible (a solid, old standby);  

• The New Interpreters’ Study Bible (newer, and full of great notes 

on scripture);  

• Bible Gateway for online scripture reference - biblegateway.com 

(many Bible versions including NRSV; search by verse or 

words) 
 

UNDERSTANDING AND BEING PRESBYTERIAN:   

• Presbyterian Questions, Presbyterian Answers by Donald McKim 

(very well respected and a member of our Presbytery!) 
 

PERIODICALS (print and online):  

• Christianity Today - christianitytoday.com (not just for 

Presbyterians, thoughtful, and better than it’s ever been);  

• Presbyterians Today -https://www.presbyterianmission.org/

ministries/today/  (popular PCUSA magazine but doesn’t always 

take on difficult issues);  

• Presbyterian Outlook - https://pres-outlook.org/ (a more 

independent look at our denomination and important issues);  

• The Christian Century - christiancentury.org - (a more 

progressive Christian look at issues and the church.  “Thinking 

Critically, Living Faithfully” is their tagline) 
 

BOOKS: 

• A Generous Orthodoxy by Brian Mclaren;  

• Adventures in Missing the Point by Brian 

McLaren and Tony Campolo (a couple of 
books that challenge the ways we might think 

about the Christian faith, from Evangelicals 

who have dug a little deeper)  
 

 blessings, 

 Mark<><  Pastor Mark Wright  
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~ THE WORLD OF PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN ~   

The next Presbyterian Women’s Coordinating Team meeting will be Sunday, June 6, 

immediately following worship. 

. 

The Day Circle’s next meeting is Tuesday, May 11, at 10am at the church.  The current study is 

called “Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament.”  Next lesson information is below.  

As always, all women are invited to attend.  You do not have to be a member. 
 

 Lesson: Lesson 7 titled Creation Laments found on page 65. 
 

 Scripture:  Isaiah 24:4-6, 8, 19; Romans 8:19-23 
 

 Focus: Creation itself laments. This lesson highlights how the destruction of the environment impacts 

humanity. 

If you have any questions or would like to know more about Presbyterian Women, contact Mary Ann Epperson at 

901-218-5851 or maryannepp@att.net.  

~ OUR POST-COVID JOURNEY by Melanye Lunsford 

As we begin to emerge like butterflies from our COVID cocoons (thanks be to God!), many of us find our world, 

our country, our neighborhoods, and some relationships are different.  Perhaps even divided. 
 

Culture.  Politics.  Religion.  Sports.  Education.  I’m right.  You’re 

wrong.  The End. 
 

I’ve certainly struggled to gain footing in 2021, have you?  
 

What do we do? What can we do?  
 

We can look to the One who beautifully created us as unique & 

distinct children of God.  We can follow His model of speaking the 

truth in love.  We can look to that ragtag team of disciples from 

different backgrounds and with different perspectives who found 

common ground in following Jesus.  And we can come together in love 

as believers in Christ Jesus! I truly want to do that with each of you, my 

brothers and sisters. 
 

Writer Ann Voskamp’s words during Holy Week really spoke to me.  

Maybe they will speak to you, too: 
 

“If Jesus can dip from the same bowl as Judas, we can share the same 

table, the same space, with anyone, with grace.  Christ prayed this new 

mandate that we might be brought to complete unity – and unity doesn’t mean that we paper over our 

differences.  It means we stop confusing unity with unanimity: God’s people may not have doctrinal 

unanimity but we must have definite unity if we’re ever to have deep credibility.  It means having 

Christian convictions can’t ever negate having Christ’s compassion.” 
 

“If you disagree with someone on one point must you disdain or dismiss them entirely? If you acknowledge or 

affirm someone on one point must you agree with them entirely? Of course not.  Sure, the watchdogs asked, ‘Why 

does he eat with sinners and tax collectors?’ Because He was loving them.”  
 

“Obedience to the law of Love is the most expedient way to preach the gospel.  Love is the most radically 

submissive activism of all, the only thing that ever changed any one at all.” 
 

And Amen. 

Don’t let the world divide us when God 
created us to love each other! 

mailto:maryannepp@att.net?subject=CPC%20PW


~ CHRISTIAN EDUCATION Kevin Robinson, Elder | robinsonbuckeye@bellsouth.net | 901.857.8812 

 

 

 

 

Join us for worship on Sunday, May 9, where the 

following youth will be recognized for their completion of 

the Confirmation Class: 
 

 Tristen Sweet Kate Gurney 

 Cora Haslett Grace Williams 

Gabriel Joshua Wright 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 

We have several opportunities 

for those interested to teach 

Sunday School.  As we begin 

meeting more and more, Sunday 

School will resume and we’ll need 

people for various ages.  Contact 

Kevin Robinson for more 

information. 



Central Church is hosting a National Day of Prayer gathering on the front steps of 

Collierville Town Hall (500 Poplar View Parkway) from 9:00 - 10:00 am on Thursday, 

May 6th. The event includes local pastors and faith leaders sharing prayer for the great-

er community.  All are welcome to attend!  For more information, please contact the 

event coordinator at Central Church: ellen@centralchurch.com 





~ MEANINGFUL SERVICE ~   

POINT-OF-CONTACT CHANGE 
 

Meredith Hall has taken over the Constance Abbey 

Lunch Ministry and the Manna Bag Project.  If you have 

any questions about either of these, reach out to 

Meredith at mtm352000@yahoo.com or  

(901) 468-8556.   

CLOTHING DONATIONS 
 

Billy and Jim continue to deliver clothing and other 

items for Constance Abbey on a regular basis.  Many 

thanks to those that have helped by donating, sharing 

via social media, and in other ways.  Check the list 

below as the items needed have changed: 

 

• Jeans, men and women 

• Women’s underwear, small (5,6,7) 

• Sports bras for women (all sizes) 

• Men's underwear, boxers or boxer briefs if 

possible 

• Men's t-shirts, especially extended sizes 2x and 

up 

• Reading glasses 

 • Washcloth, socks 

• Sunscreen, lip balm  

• Travel size toiletries: 

shampoo, soap, 

deodorant, 

toothbrush, 

toothpaste, comb  

• Bottled water, juice 

boxes 

 

 

• Snack size food items: 

raisins, nuts, trail mix, 

jerky, peanut butter 

crackers, granola bars 

• Fruit cups, 

applesauce 

• Canned or pouches of 

meat/tuna (cans need 

to be pop top)  

• Hard candies 

or mints  

Thanks to the following for 

providing May lunches: 

Pat & Roger Albee 

Meredith Hall 

Linda Stamps 

Special thanks to Susan & Mike Miller for 

providing 20 lunches this month!  

 

And a huge thank you to Jessica Williams and Amanda 

Gurney for delivery the lunches downtown. 

 

Our next day to provide lunches is June 1.  If you’d 

like to help by providing complete lunches, or even just 

the sandwiches, please contact Meredith Hall at 

mtm352000@yahoo.com or call the church office at 
901.853.4226. 

 

*As of now, we will continue to provide lunches once 

a month through August. 

Linda Stamps    

Amanda Gurney 

Meredith Hall 

Jessica Williams 

Karen Wimpee 

MANNA BAG PROJECT 
 

Below are a list of suggested items used for 

the manna bags.  Some of these items can 

also be used for the lunches.  Please 

consider picking up an item while out 

shopping.    








