
The Window 

Author Unknown 
 

Two men, both seriously ill, occupied the same hospital room. One 

man was allowed to sit up in his bed for an hour each afternoon to 
help drain the fluid from his lungs. His bed was next to the room's 

only window. The other man had to spend all his time flat on his 

back. The men talked for hours on end. They spoke of their wives 

and families, their homes, their jobs, their involvement in the 

military service, where they had been on vacation. 
 

And every afternoon when the man in the bed by the window 

could sit up, he would pass the time by 

describing to his roommate all the 

things he could see outside the 

window. The man in the other bed 

began to live for those one-hour 

periods where his world would be 

broadened and enlivened by all the 

activity and color of the world outside. 
 

The window overlooked a park with a lovely lake. Ducks and 

swans played on the water while children sailed their model boats. 

Young lovers walked arm in arm amidst flowers of every color of 

the rainbow. Grand old trees graced the landscape, and a fine view 

of the city skyline could be seen in the distance. 
 

As the man by the window described all this in exquisite detail, the 

man on the other side of the room would close his eyes and 

imagine the picturesque scene. 
 

One warm afternoon the man by the window described a parade 

passing by. Although the other man couldn't hear the band - he 

could see it in his mind's eye as the gentleman by the window 

portrayed it with descriptive words. 
 

Days passed. 
 

One morning, the day nurse arrived to bring water for their baths 

only to find the lifeless body of the man by the window, who had 

died peacefully in his sleep. She was saddened and called the 

hospital attendants to take the body away.  

Continued on p.2 
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As soon as it seemed appropriate, the other man asked 

if he could be moved next to the window. The nurse 

was happy to make the switch, and after making sure he 

was comfortable, she left him alone. 
 

Slowly, painfully, he propped himself up on one elbow 

to take his first look at the world outside. Finally, he 

would have the joy of seeing it for himself. He strained 

to slowly turn to look out the window beside the bed. 

It faced a blank wall. 
 

The man asked the nurse what could have compelled 

his deceased roommate who had described such 

wonderful things outside this window. The nurse 

responded that the man was blind and could not even 
see the wall. She said, "Perhaps he just wanted to 

encourage you." 
 

 There is tremendous happiness in making others happy, 

despite our own situations. Shared grief is half the sorrow, 

but happiness when shared, is doubled. If you want to feel 

rich just count all of your blessings. Remember that today is 

The next class is Sunday, January 9, 
following worship.  We will be studying 
Lesson 4 in What My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning 
from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus by 
Merryl Blair. 
 

Lesson 4: “Ruth and Loyal Love” found on page 37. 
 

Scripture: Ruth 1-2 
 

Focus: In this lesson, the first half of Ruth’s 
story, we hear of loss and famine. Ruth, 
who is from a despised foreign group, 
and Naomi, her mother-in-law, show 
how ordinary people can bring about 
divine outcomes when they deal with 
each other with loyal love. 

 
Questions?  Contact Mary Ann Epperson.  

 
All women are 

invited to attend!   
 

*If you haven’t gotten a study book, you can find one in the 
cabinet on the west wall in the Session Room.* 

~ PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  

Adult Sunday School class 

 

Led by Kevin Robinson, this class is meets in the After 

Dave room next to the office.  The class is moving into 

a new study called “Surprised by Suffering”, a series by 

Dr. RC Sproul.  Dr. Sproul is a well-known Theologian, 

Pastor, Teacher, and founder of Ligonier 

Ministries.  We shouldn’t be surprised by the fact that 

we will face suffering in this life and this series helps us 

deal with that topic.  We will be watching videos that 

he created and using some book materials and our 

Bibles as needed.   We would welcome anyone to join 

us each week or as your schedule permits.  

as off December 22, 2021 
 

 YTD Income: $161,011 
 YTD Expenses: $131,437 
 YTD Net Ordinary Income: $29,574 

 

Parenthesis indicate negative number. 
 

Every man shall give as he is able, according to the 
blessing of the Lord your God that he has given you. 

Deuteronomy 16:17 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

~ WINDOW  cont’d from p. 1 

~ CHRISTIAN EDUCATION   

mailto:maryannepp@att.net?subject=Bible%20Study


2022 NBPC Membership Campaign is open with dues being $50 which includes Local, Regional & National Dues.  Please visit 

the website nationalnpbc.org or contact the Mid-South Chapter Regional Representative, Natalie Toombs for more information. 



Keep brining in your winter gear!  During a recent 

visit to the Abbey, many neighbors were outside 

wearing multiple layers and wrapped in blankets and 

coats.  It was 29 degrees out.  Please, let us remember 

to share the warmth however we can.  Spread the 

word.  Questions?  Contact Linda Stamps at 

901.359.7898 or lindastamps@comcast.net. 

Long sleeve shirts 

Sweats 

Coats, jackets 

Gloves, hats, scarfs 

Thermal wear 

Socks 

Blankets 

Sleeping bags 

Shoes 

We’ve been so blessed to have Cora Haslett share her 

talents with us several Sundays.  Thank you, Cora, for 

the beautiful music you’ve touched us with. 

(L to R): Karen Wimpee is pictured delivering 26 

Christmas bags to Arnetta Macklin with MIFA.  Thanks 

to all that provided one.  You made someone’s day a 

little brighter.  

Melanye Lunsford is heading up a Meal Ministry.  There 

are a couple of ways you can help: 

• Provide a gift card to a restaurant 

• Provide a casserole/meal that can be kept in the 

freezer.  A meal would include items such as a 

casserole, dessert, and bread—items that can be 

frozen.   

 

You can also sign up online at bit.ly/cpcmeals to be 

part of an on-call group for meals as needed.  

Questions?  Please contact Melanye Lunsford 

(lunsfordcentral@protonmail.com).   

Collierville Food Pantry can use your help restocking 

shelves.  Items needed: 
• Peanut butter 
• Jelly 
• Corn 
• Beans 
• Fruit 
• Soups 

Items can be left in the gray bins provided for manna bags. 

Leave in bag and/or place a note for Food Pantry. 

mailto:lindastamps@comcast.net?subject=Sharing%20the%20Warmth
https://bit.ly/cpcmeals









