
It’s August already!  Can you believe it? There are a couple of 

important things that I would like to share as Summer winds down 

and Fall is coming up fast. 
 

First, I ask that everyone be in prayer for our mission team as we 

go to serve alongside brothers and sisters in Mexico, building large 

cement cisterns so families can have adequate and safe water.  

Particularly remember our two young men, Wesley Nicholson and 

Matthew Gurney.  An experience like this trip can truly help mold 

the rest of their lives.  John Gurney and I will be going along as 

well, together with another young man from Brownsville, two 

other “veteran” cistern ministry teamers, and Andy Combs (who 

was with us in worship on July 14).  Andy’s passion keeps this 

ministry alive in our presbytery.  Prayer guides that follow readings 

that we will be using on the trip are available for everyone to pray 
along with us.  Please be a part, and surround us with your prayers. 
 

Second,  several weeks ago, I preached on part of the prophet 

Elijah’s story found in 1Kings 19.  I spoke about an issue which 

affects us all -our mental health- and especially depression.  I 

certainly couldn’t say everything that needed to be said, but I 

wanted to be sure to follow up with some great resources I 

found.   One is from an article entitled, “How Elijah Teaches About 

Mental Health” from the Gateway of Hope website: https://

gwhope.org/elijah-teaches-mental-health.  In it, 

Deborah Simon summarizes three lessons we 

can learn from Elijah’s story in 1 Kings: 
1. “We need to take care of ourselves 

physically. (Elijah was exhausted!)  When we 

are tired we need to get enough sleep.  And 

we need to eat the right foods to give us 

energy.”  Don’t neglect your body’s physical 

needs! 

 

 
 

Sunday, August 4 

 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

 Communion Worship Service 

(10:30AM) 
 

Tuesday, August 6 

 Mission Team Returns  

 National Night Out 

 

Wednesday, August 7 

 Choir (7PM)  
 

Sunday, August 11 

 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

 Worship Service (10:30AM) 

 175th Anniversary Planning Mtg 

(11:45AM) 
 

Monday, August 12 

 PW Outing (9:30AM)  

 

Wednesday, August 14 

 Choir (7PM)  

 

Sunday, August 18  

 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 Worship Service (10:30AM) 

 

Wednesday, August 21 

 Choir (7PM)  

 

Saturday, August 24 

 PW Gathering (Pinecrest, 9AM)  

 

Sunday, August 25  

 Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 Worship Service (10:30AM) 

 

Wednesday, August 28 

 Choir (7PM)  

 
 

 

Pastor Mark Wright  

901.591.0206 

Collierville Presbyterian Church | 202 W Poplar Ave | Collierville, TN  38017 | 901.853.4226 | colliervillepres.org 

Continued on page 3 
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~ THE WORLD OF PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN ~ 

 

PW Circle:   The PW Day Circle will not be gather for their regular monthly meeting.  Instead, 

the PW will be going on a special outing.  See below for details. 
  

 Questions: Call Mary Ann Epperson at 901.218.5851.   

~ PW AUGUST OUTING  ~   

THISTLE & BEE 
Monday, August 12 
9:30am, meet at church 

10:30am, tour 
 

Thistle & Bee is a non-profit organization/social enterprise that aims to provide workforce 

preparedness and healing programs designed to transform women who are victims of human 

trafficking and addiction.  This is done through its therapy program and social enterprise built 

around the sale of natural products made from honey such as bath, body and home products as well as pure honey.  

There are currently four women in residence at the Thistle & Bee home in Memphis. 
 

St. Columbia, an Episcopalian camp in Memphis, has provided an acre of land 

where flowers and herbs are grown providing the products needed by Thistle 

& Bee to support their home.  The participants are involved in every step of 
the process, including building the bee hives and being trained as beekeepers.  

There are over a dozen honey bee hives on the St. Columbia property and 

over 80 bee hives scattered across the Memphis with the first bee hives 

positioned on the Collierville Baptist Hospital grounds. 
 
 

The Thistle and Bee home was previously the Community of St. Therese of 

Lisieux home that was started by Sandra Ferrell about four years ago.  PW 

Presbytery, as well as the CPC PW group, have supported St. Therese since 

its inception as well as our PW group.  When Thistle & Bee contacted St. 

Therese to see if they could lease the home, this gave Sandra an opportunity 

to start a new ministry.  Sandra and other volunteers began ministering to the 

ladies on the street.  They go out and visit with the women there, feeding 

them and providing necessities with the goal to build trust.  They are 

currently working on plans for a drop-in center for ladies working the streets 

as a way to help them.  Their goal is to open a drop-in-center where the 

women will be able to escape the weather, rest, eat a meal, shower and wash 

their clothes. 
 

We will be meeting at CPC to carpool to the Thistle & Bee home at 9:30 a.m.  

The location is an unpublished address so if anyone needs the address to drive directly there please contact Mary 

Ann Epperson at 901.218.5851. 

 

PLEASE save the date of August 12th to visit the Thistle & Bee home.  
ALL women of the church are invited to participate. Bring a friend if you like.  

 

For more information about Thistle & Bee visit their site at www.thistleandbee.org. 
 

https://www.thistleandbee.org/about-us/


 

CURRENT SESSION ELDERS 

Clerk of Session 

Melanye Lunsford 
 

Administration 

John Gurney 
 

Congregational Care & Welcome 

Suzanne Dunn, Wes Ashworth 
 

Christian Education 

Kevin Robinson 
 

Fellowship & Pastoral Care 

Candy Nicholson 
 

Outreach & Service 

Mary Ammend 
 

Property 

Jim Barkley 
 

Worship 

Karen Wimpee, Wes Ashworth 
 
 

CURRENT ELDER CLASSES 
 

Class of 2020 

Mary Ammend, Karen Wimpee, Suzanne Dunn, 

Melanye Lunsford 
 

Class of 2021 

Wesley Ashworth, Suzanne Dunn,  

Candy Nicholson, Kevin Robinson 
 

Class of 2022 

Jim Barkley, John Gurney 

 

 

 
 

This fall the adult Sunday 

School class will be utilizing 

the book More than Enough: 

Living Abundantly in a 
Culture of Excess by Lee Hull 

Moses.  If you’d like to join 

the class, please stop by the 

office for a book.  Help to 

offset the expense of the 

books is appreciated.  The 

cost is $11 each.  You can 

write a check to CPC with a 

notation “SS Book”.   
 

Questions?  Contact Kevin Robinson at 

krobinson@acbcoop.com or 901.857.8812. 

~ CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ~ 

AS OF JULY 18, 2019 
 

 YTD TITHES/OFFERINGS RC’D: $75,190 

YTD TITHES/OFFERINGS BUDGET: $80,765

 YTD TOTAL: ($5,575) 
 

 YTD INCOME: $78,827 

 YTD EXPENSES: $81,776 

 YTD TOTAL: ($2,949) 
 

PARENTHESES INDICATES NEGATIVE NUMBER. 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

2. Elijah believed a lie.  He believed that he was all 

alone.  That’s an easy trap for us to fall into, 

believing we are alone, or believing other lies about 

who we truly are.  “We need to separate the truth 

from the lies and focus on thinking the truth.” 

3. Through his own actions and/or other 

circumstances, Elijah was isolated from others.  He 

was lonely and needed connection and community 

to be healthy.  “We need to be around other 

people.  We are not created to live in isolation.” 
 

Simple and good advice for us all!  But sometimes we 

need other help as well to get our minds back on 

track.  There’s no shame at all in that! 

There are lots of good resources to be found at: 

www.mindandsoulfoundation.org.  A final good article I 

want to recommend is from Matthew Thompson called, 
“7 Lessons About Depression From Elijah:  A Suicidal 

Prophet” found online at https://matthewthompson.org/

blog/7-lessons-depression-elijah-suicidal-prophet.  Like 

Deborah Simon’s article, it’s simple stuff that’s way too 

easy for us to forget! 
 

 blessings, 

 Mark<><  

~ FROM THE PASTOR ~ continued from page 1 

mailto:krobinson@abcoop.com?subject=Christian%20Education
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https://matthewthompson.org/blog/7-lessons-depression-elijah-suicidal-prophet
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Recently, Dave Parks reached out to share about his last visit to 

Pajuiles, Honduras.  Since CPC members helped install a water system, 

they have produced over 128,673 gallons of purified water!   
 

While in Pajuiles, several children being sponsored to attend school 

visited with the group.  It was then shared that there is a need for 

sponsors of 14 more children.  
 

ProPapa is a non-profit organization that, among other activities, 

supports efforts to improve health, education, and housing for those in 

need, particularly in the Province of Yoro, Honduras. The Scholarship 

Program began in 1999 with 26 students.  There are now over 300 

students in the Program each year.  To date, there have been 1,410 

students that have been enrolled in the Program!   
 

 
Those seeking scholarships are screened by the Honduras ProPapa staff.  Those viable are sent to Shirley Sholtis 

who oversees the education program from the U.S. to "match" with a sponsor.  Sponsorship is for the calendar year 

which starts in February.  Right now, they are looking to secure sponsors by November for the 2020 school year. 

While there is no fee to attend public school, families 

are responsible for the providing a uniform and basic 

school supplies. Your sponsorship will help provide a 

uniform (shirt, pants/skirt, and shoes), backpack, books 

and basic school supplies.  The provided form lists the 

levels or the opportunity to make any donation.  Also 

included is a letter providing an update of the 2018 

school year.  The 2019 letter will come out sometime in 

November.   

 

To learn more about ProPapa, their mission, how to 

sponsor a child, or other opportunities, visit their 

website: https://www.propapamissionsamerica.org.   

(L to R) Sister Laurinda, Benigno (Ex. Dir. of ProPapa), 

and Dave Parks 

Children in Pajuiles, Honduras in need of a scholarship. 

~ PROPAPA MISSIONS ~ 

CPC has been working hard to revamp our website and to establish a presence on social media.  All of this work 

means nothing without you!  We need you to like/follow us on Facebook, Instagram, 

and Twitter.  Share our messages.  Invite ALL your friends to our sites and ask them 

to share as well.  We are making a difference and raising awareness.  Over the past 

few months we’ve had several visitors that have found us through one of these sites.  

You are a vital part of our growth and bringing more people into God’s family. 

 

So stop right now and get online! 
Website:  www.colliervillepres.org 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/colliervillepresbyterian  

Twitter: www.twitter.com/collpres 

Instagram:  www.instragram.com/colliervillepres 

~ SPREAD THE NEWS! ~ 

https://www.propapamissionsamerica.org
http://www.colliervillepres.org
http://www.facebook.com/colliervillepresbyterian
http://www.twitter.com/collpres
http://www.instragram.com/colliervillepres




 
 
 

 
provided by Margaret Wright 

A DEACONS ORDINATION  
 

"Sam, what part of the Bible do you like best?" "Well, sir, I like the New Testament best, Sir." 
"What book in the New Testament?" "What book sir? What book? I think it's the book of 
parables, sir." "Would you kindly relate one of those parables to this council?"  
 

Poor Sam. was up against it, but there was a possibility that the members of the council 
knew no more about their Bibles than he did. He decided to make a bold attempt, and 
proceeded as follows:  
 

"Once upon a time a man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell among thieves and 
the thorns grew up and choked that man and he went on and he didn't have no money and 
he met the Queen of Sheba, and she gave that man -she gave that man, sir, a thousand 
talents of gold and silver and a hundred changes of raiments. And when he was driving 
along under a big tree, his hair got caught in a limb and left him a hanging there. Yes, sir. 
And he hung there many days and many nights and the ravens brought him food to eat and 
water to drink. And one night while he was hanging there asleep, his wife, Delilah, come 
along and cut his hair off, and he dropped and fell on stony ground and it began to rain and 
it rained forty days and forty nights. And he hid himself in a cave. And the man went out into 
the highways and byways and compelled him to come in. He went on and come to 
Jerusalem and he seen Queen Jezebel sitting high up in the window and when she saw him 
she laughed and he said, "Throw her down out of there," and they threw her down. And he 
said, "Throw her down again," and they threw her down, seventy times seventy times and 
the fragments they picked up were twelve baskets full. Now whose wife will she be in the 
days of judgment?"  
 

There was no one on the council who felt qualified to question the candidate further, and he 
was passed.  

This year marks the 
175th Anniversary for  

Collierville Presbyterian!  
 
A committee will be meeting Sunday, August 
11, immediately following worship to start 
planning a celebration.  If you would like to 
help, please contact John Gurney or Candy 
Nicholson. 



It has been a joy for CPC to provide a place for 
the Collierville Literacy Council to hold classes for 
those seeking their High School Equivalency 
Diploma.  This year Linda Stamps and Jim 
Barkley were able to attend and help with their 
graduation. These graduates have worked hard 
for this achievement.  CPC wishes them much 
success on this next chapter of their life! 

Learn more about the Collierville 
Literacy Council and how you can get 
involved at www.colliervilleliteracy.org. 

https://www.colliervilleliteracy.org/


PRO-PAPA MISSIONS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM                                                      

2018 Update 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pro-Papa Missions America/ Grace The Americas                                                                                                                                                    

1097 E. Brickhaven Cove, Leland, NC  28451         (910-395-4596)   propapamissionsamerica.org 

 

Dear Friends and Sponsors, 

Thank you for your continued support of the PRO-PAPA Missions Scholarship Program.  For those of you who are new to this 

Program, the school year in Honduras begins in February and runs through November. Last year we celebrated 20 years of PRO-PAPA 

Missions’ work in Honduras.  This year we provided 335 students in the program with their school needs (a uniform, shoes, school 

book, back pack, notebooks and pencils) as well the incentive that comes from knowing that someone cares enough to sponsor them. 

The students live in Urraco and seven neighboring villages. The coordination and work in Honduras is done by Sister Laurinda Mayer 

and Honduran coordinators Fanny, Angel, and Francesca.  Parents volunteer to help coordinate in their villages. The students have to 

attend school regularly and maintain their grades to be eligible to remain the Program. The sponsors receive one letter and photo from 

the student(s) during the school year.  The letters are written at the end of the previous school year, so you may wonder why they are 

talking about Christmas!  The letters are translated by students in Honduras who are learning English, so if something in your letter 

doesn’t sound quite right, contact me.  They do a great job but sometimes language and translating can be tricky!  For example, 

“colegio” refers to secondary school.  “Padrino” or “Madrina” means godparent but is used to refer to ‘Sponsor.’  The sponsors are 

encouraged to send a note and photo to the students in return. The kids love to know about their sponsors! 

  My contact information is below. Please contact me with any questions or suggestions you have regarding the Scholarship Program!  

Remember, the kids love getting a letter or photo from their sponsors! Just send it to me and we’ll get it translated and delivered.    

Shirley 

Shirley Sholtis Glova, Coordinator (USA) 
P.O. Box 71, St. Benedict, PA 15773            Phone: 814-948-5886                   email:  ssholtis@usa.net 

Sometimes we wonder if we really make a difference or an impact on the lives of those we interact with over the years. Sponsors have 

expressed concern and are curious about the students, inquiring if there’s some follow-up on the students, how are they doing, what 

became of them?  When possible I try to provide the feedback to them. 

We are very proud of two high school students who graduated 

in December 2017.  Ruben Coreo (on the left) got his Diploma 

in Business Administration and Sergio Flores studied Computer 

Technology.  Both were in the Scholarship Program for 11 

years.  Congratulations!  

 

It’s so nice to see a connection between students of different 

cultures.   There is a group at Immaculata Catholic School in 

Durham, NC that sponsors a group of students in Honduras.  In 

addition to sharing photos and letters, the NC students do a 

great job of fundraising and raising awareness in their school 

community.   

 

 

mailto:ssholtis@usa.net


PRO-PAPA MISSIONS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM                                                      

2018 Update 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pro-Papa Missions America/ Grace The Americas                                                                                                                                                    

1097 E. Brickhaven Cove, Leland, NC  28451         (910-395-4596)   propapamissionsamerica.org 

 

It has been quite a year for Honduras – not in a good way.  You probably have seen the news on TV, in the papers or on line.  The 

Honduran Presidential elections last year created much unrest in the country resulting in protests and violence.  Some of our mission 

groups didn’t go on their annual trips because it was too unsettled at the time they would have had to make their plans and buy airline 

tickets.  A few of the PRO-PAPA groups did make the trip in 2018 and all went well.   

This past year there has also been a lot of news coverage about the large number of people leaving Honduras and heading to the US.  

We watched the news coverage of the children being separated from their parents at the border.  In October we see news of the 

caravan of people walking from Honduras to Mexico and the United States.   

The reason for mentioning these events is not to get political in any way.  I feel that we can’t just ignore that “elephant in the room” as 

the saying goes.  I hear discussions and opinions everywhere on both sides of immigration issues, etc.  All I know is this - For the past 

20 years we have been working to make a difference in the lives of families so they can make a better life for themselves in their 

homeland. The problem is so overwhelming and what we offer is a small token in light of it all.  Sometimes the task seems daunting and 

we may wonder if we are really making a difference.  But all we can do is try to make a small improvement where we can in whatever 

way we can.  There are good people with nowhere else to turn. 

Earlier this year I saw a news story about Nikki Haley, the US Ambassador to the United Nations.  Ms. Haley made a trip to Honduras 

and it caught my attention when she visited school students there:   

A few weeks later, Rita Braver (from CBS News) traveled to Honduras with Ambassador Haley as she conferred with senior 

officials; witnessed a drug enforcement exercise; and also made time to visit a U.S.-funded afterschool program.  

Haley said, "If they get education and they get training, then we know that they're going to be productive. If they don't, we'll be 

dealing with resentful children that are uneducated and angry, and that's what we don't want."  

"You sound like a liberal," said Braver.  

"I'm not a liberal, I assure you. I am a conservative who understands prevention saves us a lot more money in the long run." 

But the purpose of discussing this is to say THANK YOU for your support and for the difference you are making to the students and 

their families who are struggling in Honduras.  

With so many other issues and natural disasters throughout the world, and with so many good causes to support, you are helping our 

mission.  We appreciate your continued support more than words can express!  

I did not make it to Honduras in 2018 and I sure did miss seeing everyone.  As a result I have no pictures to share from a current 

trip, but I can tell you that the Honduran coordinators and parents have been busy getting the students through the school year!   

Check out and “Like” us on the Scholarship Program Facebook Page – “Propapa Scholarships”.   

The PRO-PAPA Missions America organization website is:  propapamissionsamerica.org 

On behalf of PRO-PAPA Missions Honduras, and all the students, parents and coordinators – 

 Muchas Gracias and God bless you!  



PRO-PAPA Missions America  
1097 E. Brickhaven Cove 

Leland, NC 28451 

 

PRO-PAPA MISSIONS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
“EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO THE FUTURE” 

 

 

It’s that time of year when we start planning and buying uniforms & supplies for the upcoming school year!   

 

If possible, please respond by end of NOVEMBER as the school year begins in February.   THANK YOU! 

 
************** 

I would like to sponsor a student in Honduras for the 2019 School Year: 
 

Name: ________________________________  

Address:________________________________

_______________________________________ 

Phone:  ________________________  

Email:  ________________________ 

 

Type of Sponsorship: 
Grade School - $50____ 

Jr./Sr. High - $150 ____ 

Technical School - $250 ____ 

Coordinator - $250 ____ 

Return to:    
Shirley Sholtis Glova                          

P.O. Box 71, St. Benedict, PA 15773          

Attn: Scholarship Program                  

Phone: 814-948-5886 

Text: 814-659-0459    

E-mail:  ssholtis@usa.net 

 

Make checks payable to:  

PRO-PAPA Missions America 

 

 Misc. Books, supplies - ______ 

 

************* 

 

Every effort is made to keep the same student and sponsor together each year.  When a grade school student 

finishes sixth grade and continues to junior high the sponsorship increases.  

If you are sponsoring on the grade school level and the student moves up, do you want to: 
   

Be reassigned a student on the grade school level: _____   OR 

 

  Be notified so you can stay with the student and sponsor at the next level: _____ 

 

 
********************* 

 

If for any reason you are NOT going to be a sponsor for the 2019 school year, please let us know. Also, 

know that we very much appreciate all the help and support that you have given to the Mission.  Thank you! 
 

Name: ___________________________ 

 

I will NOT be sponsoring for the 2019 school year: _____ 

 Please keep me on the mailing list: _____ 

 Please remove my name from the list: _______ 

 
 
The official registration and financial information of ProPapa Missions America may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by 

calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1 (800) 732-0999.  Registration does not imply endorsement 

 
 

 

mailto:ssholtis@usa.net


 

 

THE STARFISH STORY 

Based on the story by Loren Eisley...  

I awoke early, as I often did, just before sunrise to walk by the ocean's edge and 

greet the new day. As I moved through the misty dawn, I focused on a faint, far 

away motion. I saw a youth, bending and reaching and flailing arms, dancing on the 

beach, no doubt in celebration of the perfect day soon to begin.  

As I approached, I sadly realized that the youth was not dancing to the bay, but 

rather bending to sift through the debris left by the night's tide, stopping now and 

then to pick up a starfish and then standing, to heave it back into the sea. I asked the 

youth the purpose of the effort. "The tide has washed the starfish onto the beach and 

they cannot return to the sea by themselves," the youth replied. "When the sun rises, 

they will die, unless I throw them back to the sea."  

As the youth explained, I surveyed the vast expanse of beach, stretching in both 

directions beyond my sight. Starfish littered the shore in numbers beyond 

calculation. The hopelessness of the youth's plan became clear to me and I 

countered, "But there are more starfish on this beach than you can ever save before 

the sun is up. Surely you cannot expect to make a difference."  

The youth paused briefly to consider my words, bent to pick up a starfish and threw 

it as far as possible.  

Turning to me he simply said, "I made a difference to that one."  

 
 

 

 
 

 

Thank You for making a difference in the life of a student and their family! 
 
 
 
 

 








