
 

I had been a life-long member 

of the United Methodist 

Church.  Several years ago 

when going through a very 
painful time and in great need 

of my church family, I suddenly 

felt alone and abandoned.  In 

my mind I thought that after all 

I had given to the church, why 

aren’t they here?  Why aren’t 

they checking on me?  I was 

hurt so I pulled away from the 

church.  

 

For several years, I visited different denominations looking for a 

home.  I took my time.  I wanted to make sure that what I believe 

to be true aligned with the church doctrine.  I knew from working 

at CPC for so long that my beliefs were in line with PC(USA).  I 

knew I was already deeply loved here.  I knew I was already family. 

 

I started visiting CPC.  I got involved with members outside the 

church. The pull to be here got stronger and stronger.  God was 

calling me to this church, to share my gifts here.  I fought it for a 

long time because I was afraid.  I was afraid that if I joined I would 

never be off work.  I worried that when I was here as a member 

for worship or fellowship, others would want to talk about things 

they needed from me – order stuff, print something, etc.  I know 

it’s so silly!  I was letting a fear of something that had not even 

happened stop me from following God’s call.  And, honestly, it is 

up to me to set those boundaries.  I had to have faith that this is 

where I am supposed to be.  The pull had been so strong that I 

resigned from a board I’d been extremely active with for almost 15 

years because it took so much of my time.  I wanted my time and 

talents to be where God called.   
 

I am so thankful for the PC(USA) and Collierville Presbyterian 

Church.  What is key to me is that there is love and acceptance for 

all.  As someone who  has openly gay family members, I needed to 

know that my church loved and accepted them.  As someone with 

friends of different nationalities and colors, I needed to know that 

my church loved and accepted them.   
 

 

 
 

Wednesday, July 3 
 Collierville 4th Celebration (6PM) 

 

Thursday, July 4 
 Happy Independence Day! 

 

Sunday, July 7 
 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 Communion Worship Service (10:30AM) 
 PW Coord. Team (11:45AM) 
 

Tuesday, July 9 
 PW Circle (10AM)  

 

Wednesday, July 10 
 Choir (7PM)  
 

Sunday, July 14 
 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

 Worship Service (10:30AM) 
 

Wednesday, July 17 
 Choir (7PM)  

 

Sunday, July 21  
 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

 Worship Service (10:30AM) 

 Session (12PM) 

 

Wednesday, July 24 
 Choir (7PM)  

 

Sunday, July 28  
 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 Worship Service (10:30AM) 

 

Wednesday, July 31 
 Choir (7PM)  
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~ THE WORLD OF PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN ~ 

PW Coordinating Team:  The next PW CT meeting will be Sunday, July 7, immediately following 

worship.   
 

PW Circle:   The next Presbyterian Women Day Circle will be Tuesday, July 9, at 10am at the church.  

Following the Circle meeting those that wish may go to lunch together at a local 

restaurant.  All women of the church are invited to attend.    

 Lesson: Lesson 9 titled God with Us found on page 75 in the PW/Horizons Bible Study Book - 

“God with Us Wherever We Are”.  

 Scripture:  Matthew 18:15-20; 28:16-20 

 Focus: Jesus extends the promise of presence to his followers, whom he sends into the world. 
 

 Questions: Call Mary Ann Epperson at 901-218-5851.   

~ PRESENT TENSE ~   

 

This fall the adult Sunday School 

class will be utilizing the book 

More than Enough: Living 

Abundantly in a Culture of 
Excess by Lee Hull Moses.  If 

you’d like to join the class, 

please stop by the office for a 

book.  Help to offset the 

expense of the books is 

appreciated.  The cost is $11 

each.  You can write a check to 

CPC with a notation “SS Book”.   
 

Questions?  Contact Kevin Robinson at 
krobinson@acbcoop.com or 901.857.8812. 

~ CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ~ 

This poem was written by Jason Lehman when he was 14 

years old, and it was originally published as part of a “Dear 

Abby” article in 1989.  He was wise beyond his years.  
 

It was spring but it was summer I wanted;  

 the warm days and great outdoors. 
 

It was summer but it was fall I wanted; 

 the colorful leaves and the cool dry air. 
 

It was fall but it was winter I wanted; 

 the beautiful snow and the joy of the holiday 

season. 
 

It was winter but it was spring I wanted; 

 the warmth and the blossoming of nature. 
 

I was a child but it was adulthood I wanted; 

 the freedom and the respect. 
 

I was twenty but it was thirty I wanted; 

 to be mature and sophisticated. 
 

I was middle-aged but it was twenty I wanted; the youth 

and the free spirit. 
 

I was retired but it was middle-aged I wanted; the 

presence of a mind without limitations. 
 

My life was over but I never got what I wanted. 

I needed to know that regardless of race, ethnicity, 

sexual orientation, political views, or anything else, my 

church would open their arms and welcome them.  As 

someone who has felt utterly alone, I needed to know 

my church would be there.  I know that I have found 

that at CPC.   

 Blessings, 

 Linda 
 

We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I love God,” 

and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his 

brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not 

seen. And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves 

God must also love his brother. ~ 1 John 4:19-21 
 
 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth 

for a tooth.’  But I say to you, do not resist an evildoer. But if 

anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also; and if 

anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as 

well; and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the second 

mile.  Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse 

anyone who wants to borrow from you.” ~ Matthew 5:38-42 

~ A TESTIMONIAL ~  continued from page 1 
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CURRENT SESSION ELDERS 

Clerk of Session 

Melanye Lunsford 
 

Administration 

John Gurney 
 

Congregational Care & Welcome 

Suzanne Dunn, Wes Ashworth 
 

Christian Education 

Kevin Robinson 
 

Fellowship & Pastoral Care 

Candy Nicholson 
 

Outreach & Service 

Mary Ammend 
 

Property 

Jim Barkley 
 

Worship 

Karen Wimpee, Wes Ashworth 
 
 

CURRENT ELDER CLASSES 
 

Class of 2020 

Mary Ammend, Karen Wimpee, Suzanne Dunn, 

Melanye Lunsford 
 

Class of 2021 

Wesley Ashworth, Suzanne Dunn,  

Candy Nicholson, Kevin Robinson 
 

Class of 2022 

Jim Barkley, John Gurney STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS  
 

In Honor of Billy & Lynn Staggs 
 

by 

Ann Cross 
 

In Memory of Donald Wilcox 
by 

Carl & Mary Ann Epperson 
 

 

Thanks to Mary Ann Epperson 
for providing flowers on various 
Sundays.  You keep our Sanctuary 
beautiful!  
 
If you would like to provide flowers one 

Sunday, please sign up on the sheet provided 

on the coffee counter or email church office 

at colliervillepresbyterian@gmail.com.  You 

can provide your own or we’d be happy to 

get them for you.  Cost to purchase flowers 

is $40.   

AS OF JUNE 27, 2019 

 

 YTD TITHES/OFFERINGS RC’D: $68,107 

YTD TITHES/OFFERINGS BUDGET: $72,358 

 YTD TOTAL: ($4,251) 

 

 YTD INCOME: $71,690 

 YTD EXPENSES: $70,718 

 YTD TOTAL: $972 
 

PARENTHESES INDICATES NEGATIVE NUMBER. 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 



Thanks to all that contributed to the Pentecost 

Gathering outreach project!  CPC showed up with a 

yard wagon overflowing with donations.   

Even big boys like to play!  The Pastor loves joining the 

other men of the church in clearing the land. 

Billy Staggs hard at work! 

Lots of notes to take! (L to R) Julie Wilkinson, 

Emory Sweet, and Mark Sweet 



We will be using Priscilla Shirer’s  
Discerning the Voice of God. 

Study will be led by Ashley Wright. 

Wednesday, July 3 

Cox Park 
Festivities start at 6pm with entertainment and food trucks.  

Fireworks finale at 9:30 pm. 

CHECK OUT THE SPECIAL EVENT WITH EACH CONCERT! 
 

 July 11th: Classic Car Night with special parking for you to showcase your classic beauty.  
 

 July 18th: School Spirit Night—sport your favorite school or college gear! 
 

 July 25th: Bike Night!  Cruise down to the square for the final concert of the season. 




