
 
  

Paul’s letters to the early churches are full of good stuff for 

churches today.  As I’ve said before, I’ve noticed that the anxiety, 
unease, and frustration experienced by everyone during these 

unprecedented times of COVID-19 have been boiling over not 

only in our personal lives, but into our public lives as well.  It’s not 

so surprising.  All that steam that builds up in the boiler has to 

escape when the pressure gets too high.  And it’s too high for 

pretty much everyone these days.  What are God’s people 

supposed to do with it all? 
 

So, I’ve been thinking about Paul’s letter to the Galatian church, 

especially chapter five.  It’s full of treasures, but there are some 

real gems for us today in  5:14-26. Paul starts here by saying 

something that Jesus thought was really  important.  Paul says: “For 

the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, ‘You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself.’ If, however, you bite and devour one another, 

take care that you are not consumed by one another.” 
 

Our frustration is making that “love your neighbor as yourself” 

part extra difficult these days.  But look in that next sentence and 

see what Paul says happens if we don’t.  “Biting and devouring” is 

some heavy stuff.   
 

Paul sets up a strong contrast in the next verses.  “Live by the 

Spirit,” he commands the church, and not by “the flesh.”  There 

are some interesting linguistic things happening in these verses, but 

we don’t have to delve into them to hear what Paul wants us to 

hear.  He makes a list of what you do and what you see living with 

no thought of God.  He says that these “works of the flesh” are 

obvious, and several of them are probably the things we would 

think of.  But then he gets to eight things that might not come to 

mind: “enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, 

dissensions, factions, envy."   

 
Ouch!  Those really hit home these 

days.  They are all about how we live with 

each other, and today we might not be 

managing them as well as we have most of 

the time in the past. Everything in that list is 

sinful behavior.   
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So we know how we better not act.  We know how to 

show that we are not followers of God.  Then what 

should we do? 
 

That’s Paul’s next list, and what a wonderful list it is:  

“the fruit of the Spirit is:  love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control,” says 

Paul.   
 

This is the list we check to see how we are doing at 

being the Christians we claim to be.  Notice that every 

single one of them is about how we live with and treat 

one another inside and outside of the church.  It’s how 

we check to see how we are doing about that “love 

your neighbor” stuff that Paul just reminded us of.   
 

We might need to make 

some copies of both lists 

these days and hang them 

up where we’ll be sure to 

see them. But especially 

we need to see that 

second one about living 

in God’s Spirit, because if 

we are living up to the 

second list, none of the 

things on the first list will 

apply to us.   
 

I guess it’s time to fire up 

those copy machines! 

  

 blessings, 

 Mark<><  

PW Coordinating Team: The next PW CT meeting will be Sunday, July 5, immediately following 

worship. 
 

 

PW Circle: The next Presbyterian Women Day Circle will be Tuesday, July 14, at 10am at the 
church. All women of the church are invited to attend. 

 

 Lesson: Lesson 8 titled Words of Love: Speak Truthfully” found on page 89 in the PW/Horizons Bible 

Study Book - “Loved Carved in Stone”. 
 

 Scripture: Exodus 20:16; Deuteronomy 5:20; and Matthew 12:36–37 
 

 Focus: The purpose of Lesson 8 is to recognize and disavow lying as we recommit to the God who 

desires love, peace, and justice for the beloved community and the whole world. 
 

 Questions: Call Mary Ann Epperson at 901-218-5851. 
 

Please remember that masks are required and we will maintain social distancing of 6 feet  

as well as other guidelines set forth by the Session due to COVID-19.   

Be aware that some church 

members have received emails 

claiming to be from Pastor 

Wright.  If you receive an email 

requesting something out of the 

ordinary, please check the 

sender’s email address.  Pastor 

Wright’s email is:  markwrightsemail@gmail.com.  If you 

receive one of these emails, do not respond.  Please let 

the church know, and you should forward the email (or 

any email scam) to the Federal Trade Commission at 

spam@uce.gov.   

~ EMAIL ALERT ~ 

AS OF JUNE 25, 2020 
 

 YTD TITHES & OFFERINGS RC’D: $52,088 

 YTD TITHES & OFFERINGS BUDGET: $64,072 

 YTD TOTAL: (11,984) 

 

 YTD INCOME: $52,437 

 YTD EXPENSES: $59,335 

 YTD TOTAL: ($6,898) 

 

PARENTHESES INDICATES NEGATIVE NUMBER. 

~ STEWARDSHIP REPORT ~ 



MEMORIUMS & HONORARIUMS CPC ONLINE 

Never miss a service!  Our weekly worship service can 

be found on our website and on our YouTube channel.  

Visit www.colliervillepres.org/sermons and enjoy the 

archive of sermons.  

SPECIAL THANK YOU 

Thanks to Troop 65!  They recently 

finished the clear sealer paint work on 

the playground fence, worked on the 

big gate, and spread out ant poison in 

and outside the playground area.  

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION 
By John Gurney 

Philippians 4:11 

“…for I have learned to be content in all 

circumstances.” 

 

This scripture is a powerful reminder that though our 

circumstances change (for good and bad) in life, we can only 

find contentment through our relationship with Christ.   The 

fact that Paul wrote this letter from a Roman prison (hardly 

the best of circumstances) should serve as an inspiration to 

us all.      

 

 

Proverbs 3:5-6 

“Trust in the Lord 

with all your heart, 
and lean not on our 

own understanding; in 

all your ways 

acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.” 

 

A few years ago, a Jewish Rabbi was asked if he could make 

sense of the Holocaust.  His response was stunning, stating 

“A God that limits Himself to what mankind can understand 

is no God at all.”   By trusting God through the difficult days 

of life, we are more likely to recognize and follow the path 

that He provides.   

When the death of Calvin 

Coolidge was made public, 

someone quipped, “But how can 

tell?” 
 

George Bernard Shaw once said 

that the epitaph for many 

people should read, “Dead at 

30, buried at 60.” 
 

These sharp barbs suggest a 

question worth our pondering,  

How do you tell when a person is alive?  If we can die at 

30 and not be buried until we are 60, what are the signs 

of life and death? 
 

 You’re dead when the suffering of another causes 

you no pain. 

 You’re dead when your blood does not run hot in 

the face of blatant injustice. 

 You’re dead when you are not willing to put forth 

the energy necessary to save a dying relationship. 

 

You add to the list.  If you can’t, you may not yet be 

dead, but you are sick unto death, and you had better 

see a doctor. 

PERCEPTIONS: 

OBSERVATIONS ON EVERYDAY LIFE BY  
By Maxie Dunnam 

https://www.colliervillepres.org/sermons


I can’t tell you how much fun Pinecrest at Home has been!  We’ve learned so much and tweaked 

things a little.  We’re rolling out a couple of FREE SESSIONS for your campers to try.  Check out 

how our parents are reacting: 

 

“I am so glad we signed up for week two.  His skills and dedication have greatly improved!  You guys are 
amazing for all that you do!”  (Mom of 6 yr old) 

 
“She’s loving camp so far. Thanks so much!”   (Dad of 9 year old) 

 
“This camp is adorable!”   (from N. Carolina Mom, 11 yr old son!)  

 
“Another parent gave me a tour of Virtual Camp.  I’m really impressed with what your staff put together in 
such a short period of time!....(Camp has been) pretty good!  And its great to have a reason to build a fire, 
cook hotdogs, and make my 1000000th s’more.  C has had fun being challenged to do new things at home.”   
(Dad of 7 yr old) 

 
“The boxes came today.  The kids have all (3!) had an amazing first day!  Thank  you so much for all you 
guys have done to put this together.  Here’s to hopping we can do in person camp next year, too!”   (from 
Ohio Mom of kids 9, 8, and 6) 

 
“Totally LOVING virtual camp. It does not replace actually being at Pinecrest but my son is having a really 
good time.  Pinecrest is doing it right! The kids have pre-recorded video sessions and get to choose from 
multiple activities during each time slot. Not only does he get to choose the activity that is best suited for 
him, but there are MULTIPLE activities that he loves. My son is 100% engaged in the ‘Minute It Win It’ 
challenges (yes … PLURAL) and does every single one of them multiple times. Plus my camper is doing the 
energizers and arts and crafts. LOVE EVERY MINUTE!!! THANK YOU TO EVERYONE INVOLVED!!!  (Mom 
of 10 yr old) 

 
 

PLEASE HELP SPREAD THE WORD...   

LET’S GET THESE BORED KIDS CONNECTED AND INVOLVED!   

 

Register for Digital Discovery 4, 5, and Middle School Week here: 

https://pinecrest.campbrainregistration.com/ 

 

Register for our FREE Summer Sessions here: 

https://forms.gle/oahBieb9RX8WRYCm6 

 

See our Facebook Page for more information:   

https://www.facebook.com/camppinecrest.org 

https://pinecrest.campbrainregistration.com/
https://forms.gle/oahBieb9RX8WRYCm6
https://www.facebook.com/camppinecrest.org/posts/2696040990719804?comment_id=2696046124052624&notif_id=1593537027281880&notif_t=feed_comment


Let’s test your puzzle solving skills!  A cryptogram is a type of puzzle where each letter has been 
replaced with a different letter.  Your job is to figure out which letters have been substituted for each 
other and crack the Bible verse.  A letter will be the same throughout the puzzle.  For example, if you 
figure out that ’Y’ represents ’T’, then every Y in the puzzle will be replaced with a T.  Got it?  Here we 
go: 
 

Q HMEKPV ’K SPEAK XQV TM YFBM -ZFCFVZ SQUME; 

SPEAK PB UEGM SFKAPJ QEM QK EMBEMKDFVZ QK Q 

TGTTYFVZ TEPPW.   -  HEPCMETK 18:4  

Bringing a whole new meaning to  
‘putting on the armor of God’ 

Look what popped up in our memory feed from 2018!   
What a great time we had celebrating the 4th of July at Pastor Wright’s.  

Answer on bottom of next page 



Answer:  A person’s words can be life-giving water; words of true wisdom are as refreshing as a bubbling brook. 
Proverbs 18:4  








